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Ginning and cleaning mills followed, but most of the
Deccan cotton is still hand-ginned. Much the same course
was followed in Tinnevelly and Coimbatore." Many gin-
ning and cleaning mills, and steam-presses are now at
work in the most important centres of the cotton industry;
and spinning or weaving mills have been established,
especially in Madras, Beliary, Madura, Tuticorin, Coim-
batore, and Bangalore. During a visit to Tuticorin in

Fig. 74.   Weaving on hand-loom.
1887, I used to watch massive blocks of stony corals
(Forties, Astrcsa^ etc.) being brought in canoes from the
reef, and thrown into the ground to form the foundation
of the new cotton mills, which have in consequence been
named the Coral Mills. At a cotton-press at Adoni, in
the Beliary district, I have seen many Basavis (women
dedicated to the deity) working for a daily wage of three
annas. The Madras Government has, in recent years,
established a weaving factory at Salem, with the object
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